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The Righteous is more excellent than his 
Neighbour bur the way of the wick 
ed ſeduceth them, 0 


EXT to the great Conſiderations af 
the other World, there is nothing that 
A ſhould more recommend Vertue and 
Religion to us than this, that they are in them 
ſelves noble and excellent things, that they 
improve, and adorn, and exalt our Natures: 
Whereas all Vice is baſe and degenerate and 
mean. 5 
The great ground of our Obedience is in- 
deed the Authority of God; and the great 
Motives to it are the conſiderations of Eterni- 
ty: But there is beſides theſe a _= diffe- 
rence in the Nature of the things themſelves, 
which as it is the reaſon why God was pleaſed 
to. command the one, and forbid the other, ſo 
it is it ſelf a Conſideration which ſhould en- 
gage us to the love of Vertue, that this will 
| _ us noble and. excellent Creatures, like 
to.the great God, and thoſe holy Spirits thay 
attend him; whereas Sin will debate our Na- 
S tures, 
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tures, Trae us like thoſe a poſtate Spirits that 
fell from God the great Foonthin of Life and 
Perfection; or at beſt it will make us like tbe 
beaſts that periſh. 
In Order to bent this matter to your 
Conſideration, I have made cheice of theſe 
Words of the Wiſe Man, The. Righteous i 15 
more excellent than his Neighbour but le, oy 
of the wicked ſeduceth-them. _ | 
The former part of the words is pin and 
needs no Comment: but the meaning of the 
latter ſeems to be this; that tho Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Piety, and Religion are excellent 
things, ſo that Men can hardly avoid ſeeing 


the beauty and lovelineſs of them, et the de- 


ceitfulnels of Sin will be apt to delud utle. them, 
and find out ſome — or excuſe to carr ry 
Men againft their beſt: reafon, and what they 
| know is fitteſt to be done. 'Or Hfe-the-mean- 
ing may be this, that Goedneſs is the true 
Greatneſs: but that Sin -befools Men with 
falſe and deeeitfül promiſes, and that there is 


nothing to be had from it but Vanity and 
Delufion. 


Which of theſe is che true ſenfe of che words 
it is not very material to enquire, 
both very _ and both-denoting to us the 


excel- 


* 


7 before the Lords gf ar” 
excellency- of a Religious Life above a Life 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, which is what I 


would endeayour at preſent to make out to 
you from the following Confiderations. 


I. The Firſt is this, that God himſelf has 
mut a great many marks of honour upon 
ighteouſneſs and Goodneſs : and on the o- 
ther fide great marks, not only of hatred, but 
of contempt and ſcorn both upon Sin and Sin- 
ners. And it's God who is the great Foun- 
tain of honour, and who certainly knows beſt 
the nature of things. That Perſon or that 
thing muſt be honourable, which God is plea- 
ſed to Honour; and that muſt be deſpicable, 
which he deſpiſes 1 
He that fears God, and does his duty, tho 
he be in never ſo mean circumſtances in the 
World, yet has the honour to be the Servant of 
the moſt High God; and that relation ought to 
make him honourable. 


1- Nay further, He is not only the Servant of 

4 God; but he is the Friend of God; and the 
Friend of Jeſus Chriſt. Te are my friends, ſays _. 
our Saviour, if ye do whatſoever I command you 14. 4 
But further yet, God is not only pleaſed to 
own them for his Servants and his Friends, _ 
Ce B allo 
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x John g. alſo for his Sons and Children. Nom are we the 
Sons of God, ſays St. John, but it does not yet ap- 
pear what we ſhall be: but this we know, that when 

he ſhall appear we ſhall be like him; that is, 

God has at preſent given us the honour to be 

his Sons; but what that Glory is which he 

has reſerved for us in the other World, that 

ue don't yet know ; but ſo much we do know 

of it, that weſhall then be like Jeſus Chriſt. 

It would be high preſumption for the greateſt 

| Monarch upon earth to aſſume theſe titles to 
himſelf, which yet God is pleaſed to give to 

the meaneſt Perſon who does but fear and 

ſerve him. And as God 1s pleaſed in this 
manner to own, and take notice of them, ſo 

2 Per. 1.4. accordingly he has given them many great and 
precious promiſes ; that he will have an eſpecial 
care and providence over them ; that he will 

hear their Prayers ; that all things which be- 
fall them here ſhall work together for their 
good; and that after this ſhort life is ended, 

he will make them happy with himſelf for 

ever. Ina word, good Men are in an eſpe- 

ber. 3. 4. Cial manner partakers of the Divine Nature; their 
Souls are honoured and bleſſed with the Com- 
munion of God, and the good influences of 
Heaven, and their Bodies are the Temples of the 

2 8 1 "Holy 
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Holy Ghoſt. Theſe are great and glorious 
privileges wherewith God is pleaſed to honour 
them. But on the other ſide, tho a Perſon 
be never fo great in the World, yet if he be 
wicked, he is a very mean and contemptible 
Creature in the fight of God, who is not pre- 
judiced, as we often are, by a gay outſide, but 
can ſee the Soul poor and deſtitute through all 
that diſguiſe. It is true of ſuch a Perſon, 

what is taken notice of to the Church of Lao- 


dicea, Thou ſaieſt thou art rich and increaſed with Sev. 3. 17. 


goods, and haſt need of nothing ; and eſt not 
So thou art — and abi 1 51 poor, 

and blind, and naked. This is indeed the con- 
dition of all thoſe that live in Sin; they have 
poor wretched Souls, which have nothing 
that is truly great or lovely in them; they are 
Aliens from God, in a ſtate of enmity with 
him; they are Strangers to the Divine Life, 
Slaves to the Divel, and to a great many, it 
may be contradictory, Luſts; they are with- 


out Light and Underſtanding, without Wiſ- 


dom and Confideration ; full of Guilt and 
defilement at preſent, and training up to a ſad 
Eternity. This is the account which God 
himſelf gives us in the Scriptures of the diffe- 
rent ſtates of good * bad Men; and * 
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ly according to this, whatever difference there 
may be otherwiſe in their Conditions, the 
words of my Text are fully verified, That the 


_ Righteous is more excellent than his Neighbour. 


II. The next Conſideration I would pro- 
poſe is this, that we have not only the judg- 
ment of God in this matter, which yet cer- 


tainly ought to be ſufficient to perſuade us; 


but we have in a manner the judgment of alt 


mankind ; not only of the good and virtuous, 


but of the greateſt part even of wicked Men. 
For tho' there are too many that will follow 
their Luſts and their Appetites, whatever re- 
monſtrance their Conſciences can make to the 
contrary, yet there are very few who fin ſo 
far as to approve even of what they do them- 
ſelves, or to loſe an honourable ſenſe of Piety 
and Religion. Nay thoſe that have gone ſo 
far as to diſpute againſt ſome of the great Ver- 
tues of the Chriſtian Religion, yet don't de- 
ny that they are noble and excellent things ; 


that if we had but that Chaſtity and Purity, 


that Reſignation to God, and Love to Men, 


which the Chriſtian Religion requires from us, 
it would make us noble Creatures: But what 


they pretend is, that theſe Vertues are above 
ee | the 


| 

j 
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the attainment of the 5 perfect ſtate 
of Human Nature. There is indeed ſome 


difficulty in it, as there is in every thing elſe 


that is excellent; But it is not my buſineſs at 
preſent to take notice of that, but only to ob- 


terve, that God has impreſſed ſucli characters 


of Beauty and Lovelineſs 5 Vertue, that 


even a Libertine can hardly ſin away the ſenſe 
of it; to confirm which we may further take 


notice of theſe following particulars! 
1. We may obſerve that almoſt all Nations 


im all Ages of the World, however they may 
have differed as to the meaſures of ſome Ver- 


tues and Vices, yet have agreed as to the 
main and great points of Duty; which I can 
impute to nothing elſe, but the natural beau- 


ty and excellency of Vertue, and the deformi- - 


ty of Vice, which will as naturally appear, 


when fairly repreſented to a Soul not quite 
corrupted, as our Eyes or Ears, when ſound 


and in good order, will diſcern what we ſee 


or hear. And this I take to be the true rea- 
ſon why, notwithſtanding the paſſions and 

intereſts of Men, and that many Vertues as 
to their degrees and meaſures admit of diſ- 


putes as much as any thing elſe, yet that 


Vertue it ſelf has not been diſputed out of the 


World. 
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World. Not but that there is a reaſon to be 
given for every thing which God has made 
our duty, and more eſpecially for natural du- 
ties; But the Body of mankind I am afraid 
were not made to be nice Reaſoners in theſe 
matters, any more than they are 1n others : 
And yet we find by experience that they do ge- 
nerally diſcern betwixt good and evil; they lee 
a beauty in the one, and a deformity and ug- 
lineſs in the other, which does often direct 
them when they can't diſpute about it. 
2. We may obſerve that when Men will to 

ſerve any Intereſt or Appetite go. againſt the 

rules of their Duty, they generally endeavour 
to conceal it, are unwilling to have it known, 
and think it for their honour to diſguiſe the 
matter as much as they can. It is the Obſer-. 
vation of an Author otherwiſe looſe enough, 
That Hypocriſie is a homage that Vice pays to 
Vertue, and tis a ſign, that tho Men won't 
be at the trouble to practiſe it, yet they have 
an honourable opinion of it, when they de- 
fire to appear under its Garb. But we may 
further obſerve that Vice, tho' diſguiſed and 
_ concealed. from the World, is ſo ugly a thing, 

that few People can bear the ſenſe of it them- 

ſelves ; and therefore moſt who are guilty of 
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it are at as much pains to find out ſome: co- 
lour or excuſe, wherewith to deceive them- 
ſelves, as they are to conceal it from others , 
- which is a plain evidence that they do at leaſt 
think well of Vertue, and that they would 
be very glad to think themſelves to be vertu- 


' 
' 


ous; and that Vice, when it is open and 
barefaced, is fo deformed a thing that few. 
Peoples Conſciences can be eaſie under it. 
3. We may obſerve that when Men come 
to be downright Libertines, and ſo can't co- | 
ver their ſhame either from the World, or 
from themſelves, then they have commonly 
no other way to. be eaſie under the apprehen- 
ſion of it, but by endeavouring to blacken 
the reſt of the World; which is another ſort 
of Homage that Men Pay to Vertue when per- 

haps they don't think of it. For it can hard- 
ly be imagined, why Men ſhould be fo ſoli- 
_ citous, as ſome are, to perſuade themſelves 
and others that there is no ſuch thing as an 
| honeſt and good Man, but that they can't 

bear the thoughts of being deformed alone: 

or that there ſhould be any Perſons ſo much 

more noble and excellent than themſelves, as 


true Piety and Religion would make them. 


4. We 


— 
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4. We may obſerve that tho Men will in- 


dulge their own Appetites, and ſacrifice their 


Conſciences to them; yet they deſire that 


their Children and Relations, and thoſe 


whom they love, may be good and vertuous. 


There are none but thoſe whom they miſ- 


cal their Friends, whom they deſire to have 


as bad as themſelves. And even as to them 
ſelves too, when the deluſion is a little over, 
when misfortune, or fickneſs, or a nearer 
Ful fer of another World has opened their 


Eyes, then none ſpeak or think ſo much of 
the folly and madneſs of Sin as they. | 


III. Another thing that ſhews us the excel- 
lency of Religion is, that it tends to make our 
minds free and eaſie, to give us confidence 


towards God, and peace in our own .Breafts, 


to ſet our Souls at 3 from the tyranny 


of hurtful Luſts and Paſſions, and to fill us 


en .of Life. 


e 
they do not, tis generally either 3 


with joy and good hope in every conditi- 
> heſe are great advantages 


which Religion offers to us; and if every one 


who. pretends to it do not reap all theſe Bleſ- 


fings from it, as we find by fad experien 


. F 


their Religion 1s only pretended ; or becauſe - 
2| + they 
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they content themſelves with a very (mall 
degree of it, which is not ſufficient tg. con- 


1 ood... 


quer their Corruptions, or to give them a 
comfortable hope of the Favour of God. But 


Religion, if throughly imbibed, has 4 di- 


red natural tendency to procure all theſe 


Bleffings for us: whereas on the other ſide 
Vice and Wickedneſs are apt to fill our Souls 
with guilt and horrour, and fad expeQati- 


ons; they not only corrupt, but inflave our 


minds; 0 that every Man who lives in Sin, 
however he may carry it big and look high 
in the World, yet is in truth but a Slave. 
St. Paul tells us, That He who commits ſin is 
the Servant of Sin. And that is one of the 
worſt forts of Slavery, to be a Slave to a 


mean Luſt or Paſſion, which ſhall drag a Man 


contrary to his Reaton and Conſcience, not 


only to what he ſees diſnonourable to God, 
and prejudicia kto his Soul, but very often to 


What is againſt his intereſt in this World, It 


were eaſie to ſhew how each Sin in particular 


inſlaves Men. Pride, Ambition, Envy, Luft, 


Covetouſneſs, are heavy and tyrannical Ma- 
fiers; heavy, tho they would be contented 


to command by turns; but | the worſt is, they 
will be often for commanding all at once, and 
„ rac 
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which yet muſt be done to pleaſe People; or 
to keep the other ſecret. By this time it may 


rack the poor Creature to gratifie contradicto- 
ry Appetites, which neither will nor can be 


%%% 
When a Man ventures to break the Com- 


mands of God, tho' he may promiſe to him 


ſelf a great deal of pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 
yet he is generally plunged by it. into abun- 


dance of Troubles and Perplexities. It's a great 
while it may be, before he can bring his Con- 


ſcience over; which at laſt may not beſo far 
brought over, but that it will every now and 
then make ſuch Remonſtrances, as will ſpoil 
moſt of his Satisfaction. After that, his next 
care muſt be about his Reputation; which 


may be loſt, if the thing come to be known. 


And this muſt often make him a Slave to a 
great many People, it may be to his own Ser- 
vants : Or elſe engages him on in further 
Wickedneſs, which he has no mind to, 


be Sin has got the dominion over him, and 
will carry him to all the Extravagancies in the 
World; tho* never ſo much againſt his Ho- 


nour or his Intereſt. And now he is gone lo 
far, he is ſo ugly a fight, that he is afraid of 

_ himſelf, and is forced to continue the _ | 

]- "8 new, 


* 
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theſe People is Liberty. But in truth, if 


this be not Slavery, there is no ſuch thing as 


Slavery in the World. Is not he a Slave, who 
does what he knowes to beabſurd and fooliſh? 


Is not he Slave, who meanly follows his Ap- 
petites, when all the while his reaſon re- 


proaches him ? Is not hea Slave, who is afraid 
of himſelf, and afraid of thinking ? Is not he 


a a Slave, who cannot with any confidence lift 
up his Eyes to Heaven, or beg the protecti- 
on of God? nay who is in conſtant. danger 
of his Judgments, who does not know, when 

he lies down to. ſleep, but that God may ar- 

reſt him before Morning, and bring him 
before his great Tribunal to give an account 


1 
. neſs, for fear ſerious Thoughts ſhould. come 
into his Head. And yet the Tan Pretence of 


of himſelf? But if he be ſo much a Slave 


here, what ſhall he be when is actually en- 


ſhall find himſelf in the company, and under 


the dominion of thoſe wicked Spirits, by 
wWhom he was guided in this World? When 
he ſhall ſee himſelf with them reſerved under 
r 6 — N 3 2 Pet. 2.4. 
chains of darkneſs to the judgment of the great Jud. 6. 
day ? Butabove all, what a Slaye will he be, 
when he muſt be dragged before that great 
x GE Tribu- 


tered upon his Eternal State? When he 
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Tribunal, and be ſet upon the left hand of 
Chriſt, and receive that dreadful ſentence, 
Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, and when that | 
{ad ſentence muſt be executed upon him? I _. || 
am ſatisfied I need urge this matter no fur- 
ther. Thoſe that - do believe there is another 
State, in which we are to live after we have 
left this World, cannot but be fenfible of the 
miſery and flavery which Sin is then like io 
bring; but what I would obſerve at preſent 
is, that the fears and apprehenfions of this 
fad State, which will every now and then 
dreak in upon Sinners do what they can, muſt 
_ mueh inftave their minds white they live 
Iere. | | _ | | OE. 


| | | | 


IV. Anether Conſideration I would pro- 
poſe is this, that Piety and Vertue make eve- 
ry thing elſe great and of good ufe which a 
* Man has, or that happens to him: whereas 
2 Sinand Wickednefs tend. to corrupt and ſpoil 
every thing. There is no Condition but 

what to a good Man may ſerve to very good 
ends and purpoſes ; whether he be high or 
3 lou in the World, whether 1n proſperity or 
Bn aadverfſity, there is fill matter for his, Vertue 
| þ to work upon. If he be in Affliction, then 


Pati- 
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Station he is in, than 
Hut Wickednefs makes every State mean and 


make Men valued in the World, bur joy 
with Religion become more honourable, 


—_— 


3 


Patience, and Humility "and Reſignation to 
the Will of God will make him a great Man 


in that; and ſome of the greateſt Men we have 


nad in all Ages of the World, have been thoſe 


who have thus improved the ſeverer di penſa- 


tions of the Providence of God. But on the 
other ſide, if God be pleaſed to put him in a 


high Station, Integrity, Sobriety, and a Pub- 
kick Spirit will add tothegreatnefs of his Con- 
dition, make him a publick Bleffing, and 
fuch a Perſon will _— more honour to the 


eontemptible. There is nothing more detpi- 


cable than a Perſon who joyns a vileneſs of 


Soul to the meaneſs of his condition: On 


the other fide, a 1 Flace, or great Niches, 

Temptations in the way of 
a wicked Man, and minifter often to Folly 
and Vanity and Vice; make him more 


are Snares and 


Proud, more Opprefſive, more Luxurious 
raiſe his Pafſions, and corrupt His Sou! and 
make him a greater and a wore prblick Evil 


than otherwife he would be. In a word, 


e will receive from it. 


there are ſcarce any of thoſe things which 


ned 


more 


and 
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more uſeful ; and when ſeparated. from it, at | 
leaſt looſe much of their value, if they don't 
become downright hurtful. „„ 


V. Another Conſideration J would propoſe 
is, that all Sin is Injuſtice, which is by ever | 
body looked upon to be a mean baſe thing. | 
It is a common matter of excuſe in a great | 
many Perſons for other defects, that they 
do no body any harm, that they are juſt 
and honeſt in their dealings, and therefore 
they hope that God will overlook other 
things; by which however they confeſs, that 
Injuſtice is ſo baſe F thing, that it's a : 
ſhame to own it, and that no excule is to be | 
made for it. But that which I would at pre- 
ſent take notice of is, that we are as much 
bound in common Juſtice and Honeſty to o- 
ther parts of our Duty, as to thoſe towards 
our Neighbour. It is a ſaying of Tully, that 
Piety is fFuſtice toward God, and therefore Impi- 
ety and Diſobedience muſt be Injuſtice. _ =: 
it 1s the baſeſt and worſt ſort of Injuſtice, 1n- 
gratitude, As for- our Neighbours, we are 
generally upon the level with them; owe 
them no more than they owe us; and ſo to do 
them no harm will ſatisfie all the Obligations 
Which 
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which tri juſtice requires from us: But the 


_ ceaſe is very different betwixt God and us. 
God is our Creator and our Father, He gave 
us our being, and tis He who conſtantly pre- 


ſerves us in it, and who gives us all the good 


things we enjoy in the World; and therefore 


to be wanting in our Duty to him, not to 


Worſhip, and Praiſe, and Adore him; not to 


obey what he requires of us, and not to do 


him what ſervice we can in the World, is 
black Ingratitude and Injuſtice, and as much 
againſt common Honeſty as it is againſt Piety. 

e cannot indeed do god any good or harm, 


as we may do to one another, the Infinite Per- 


fection of his Nature puts him above any 


thing of this kind: But we may do what may 
_ pleaſe or diſpleaſe him; we may do what ma 


2 


ſhew a ſenſe of his Favours; and therefore thoſe 


who neglect this, muſt either ſay, that God did 
not make them, or that he never did them 
any good, or elſe they cannot excuſe them- 
ſelves from the baſeſt Injuſtice; and ſuch 
Perſons can no more pretend to the title of 


honeſt Men, than they can to that of good and 


devout Chriſtians. 


| VI. The laſtthing I would propoſe toyour 


Ton- 
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Confideration is this, 


that the higheſt end 
which can be pretended to by any Vice, is on- 
ly the procuring ſome Pleaſure or Conveni- 
ence for our ſelves, in our paſſage through 


this World, which we all know cannot be ve- 
ry long, and therefore whatever relates to it 


cannot be of any great conſequence. Could a 
Man be ſure of al the pleaſure or advantage 


which can be propoſed in the ways of Sin, * 
yet Twenty, or Thirty, or Forty Years will 


ſoon be over, and then there's an end of all 


theſe things for ever; there's nothing beyond 
that he can pretend to, r hope for; and this is 


but a poor thing if compared to Eternity. 
The Scripture reckons it as a great advan- 


tage of the good Man, that he has hope in his 
-death ; that he has a comfortable * be- 


fore him when this ſhort Scene of things muſt 


be ended; and this is what may ſupport him, 


and make him live cheerfully in any condition 


in the mean time: Whereas the beſt thing 


that a wicked Man can hope tor 1s, that there 
may be then an end of him, that his Soul may 


die with his Body; and if he could be ture 
even of this, it might prevent a great many 


fad melancholy Doubts and Fears ; for that 1s 


better than going to Hell, which is the reaſon 


that 
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that ſo many wicked Men are apt to make it 


their refuge, and to ſupport themſelves with 
the thoughts of it, as well as they can, againſt 


bf the Apprehenſions of a fad Eternity. But 


"what a poor happineſs is this, if a Man could 
be ſure of it? What a mean thing 1s it to 
one that has any regard. to the dignity of his 
nature? Is it for this that they account them- 


{elves the only wiſe and happy Men, the on- 
ive? It is cer- 


| ly Perſons that know how to 


tainly a very low and contemptible ſtate, to 


have no higher deſign than to pamper and 
keep upa poor body, which do what they 
can will ſoon be gone, and then all their hap- 
pineſs muſt be gone with it, and they muſt be 
lodged in the Grave as ſenſeleſs as the ground 
they are laid into, and in a little time not to be 
diſtinguiſhed from it, and then there is an end of 


them for ever. And yet the Sinner can hope 


for nothing elſe, but either this, or elſe to go 

and appear before God, and to receive in the 
other World according to what he has done in 
this. That will indeed be the ſtate to which 
he muſt come; but that is a more melancholy 


Conſideration than the other, that he can't 


tell but when he has been like the Rich Man in 


the Goſpel, faring ſumptuouſly every day, in- 
dulging his body, and forgetting his Soul, he 
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| be paſt all diſpute which was the wiſer and 


may ſoon fall into this fad Condition. That 


may be, and very quickly be, and then it will 


greater Man, he that took care to live like a 
Man and a Chriſtian, in order to ſecure a happy 


Eternity ; or he that was reſolved, come what 


would, he would have his portion in this life. 


I have now done with that which I at firſt. 
| propoſed to ſpeak to. Give me leave to make 


one or two ſhort Inferences, and fo I ſhall 
conclude. 


1. Since Religion is in it ſelf ſo excellent a 


thing, this ſhould encourage good Men to 


perſiſt in doing their duty, not to be aſhamed 
either of the Profeſſion or the Practice of Religi- 


on, notwithſtanding any raileries or reproaches 


they may meet with upon that account from 


the lewder part of mankind. It becomes them 


to be aſhamed of what they do, who are ſenſi- 


ble that they are engaged in works of darkneſs, 


who go againſt their Reaſon and their. Conſci- 


ence, and who know what they do to be ab- 


ſurdand fooliſh ; ſuch Perſons have indeed rea- 
ſon to ſneak, and to be aſhamed of themſelves 
and their Actions: But he that acts upon Prin- 


ciples, upon ſuch Principles as all the World 


will approve of one time or other, ought toown 


what he does, and to ſtand to it. Good Men 


have 
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dave theſe great Encouragements to perſiſtin the ways of 


> ap 5 Cenfure they may meet with; that in 


firſt place, the 


will certainly approve themſelves to 
Cod in what they d. 


. World beſides: for God beſt knows the nature of 


Things, and it is by-his Judgment that we > muſt all of ; 


us finally ſtand or tall. 


Again, Secondly, We ſhall approve our ſelves to our 


own Reaſon and Conſcience ; which, next to the ap- 


probation of God, ought to be moſt dear and valuable 
to us. No Mans Conſcience ever reproached him for do- 


ing bis duty, and acting like an honeſt and good Man: 


but it will reproach him, and fly in his face, when he | 
follows his Luſts or his Intereſt, or his Companions in 


Sin, whatever applauſes he may meet with from them. 
Thirdly,We ſhall approve our ſelves to all Wiſe and Con- 


oO; which is of much more conſe- 
quence to us,. than to a _—_— our ſelves to all the 


ſiderate 1 at preſent, to all thoſe that act or think - 
according to the true nature and value of things; and 


certainly their Judgment ought to be valued before that 


of a company of inconſiderate People, who never think 
ſoberly, or if they do come to think, muſt likewiſe ap- 
prove of what we do. But however this matter may be at 


preſent, it is but waiting a little while, and all the World 


will juſtiße the wiſdom of our choice, even thoſe who 
may at preſent ſeem moſt to flight or ridicule it; when 


a nearer proſpect of Eternity comes to open their Eyes, 


and repreſents things to them in their true light, then 


they will be as ſenſible as any, that there is no folly like 


to living in Sin, and no Wifdom like tor a ſerious and 
an early Piety. 


II. The chief uſe I would make of celine has dein gad 


about the Excellency of Religion, is from thence to per- 
ſuade all that hear me to the love and practice of it; that 


we 
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we would be more concerned and ſolicitous to attain that 


which will exalt our Natures, make us noble Creatures; 


and dear to Cod, than to make our ſelves high or 


honourable in the World. We may have all the ho- 


nour and greatneſs the World can give us, and yet be 


very mean contemptible Creatures in the ſight of God; 


we may with it all be unhappy here,and, what is worſe, 
be unhappy for ever: But Piety, and Vertue, and the 


Fear of God, if throughly entertain d, will make us truly 


great, and as happy as this mortal itate will admit of; 


honourable through the World, we have reaſon to be 


Duty however, and be contented. There is nothing 


and lay a foundation of eternal Happineſs for us when 


we mult go from hence, as we all muſt in a little time. 


If we can indeed, conſiſtent with our Duty paſs great and 


thankful for it: but if not, we have reaſon to do our 


that befalls us here can be of any very great conſequence 
to us, becauſe, be it what it will, we muſt ſuddenly leave 
it, and enter upon a new Scene, where all theſe things 


will ſignifie nothing. Had we lived but a few Years a- 


go, it had by this time been no matter whether we had 


' bread ; becauſe all that had now been over: and a few! 


lived high in the World, or had been forced to beg our 


Years hence it will be as little matter what we are now; 


for we ſhall be in our Graves, where the Poor and 
the Rich, the Noble and the Ignoble are all equal, and 
there will be no other difference betwixt Men, but what: 


is made by the piety. of their Lives. Let us then reſolve 


that whatever it coſts us we will approve our ſelves to 


the Great God, and do what is honourable in bis 


ſight, and what will bear the Teſt when we come to 


« 
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finally looſe not the things that are Eternal. 


Judgment; But for every thing elſe let this be our great 


Rule, ſo to mind the things that are Temporal, that we 
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